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but I did not find this enough, and used to unroll
my valise and lay it across the saddle-bags, with a
pillow lying lengthwise in the middle of it, just
between the pommels. On top of this again came
the soft fleece which experience has proved to be the
least galling surface for the seat.
Lying on the camel's withers in front of the saddle
is a semicircular pad on which the rider rests his
legs. The leather bridle has a chain nose-band,
and one long rope attached to this and brought up
on the near side of the neck forms the only rein.
The extreme end of this rope is usually knotted
round the front pommel, so that if the rider wishes
to have both hands free, it is always safely within
reach. An indispensable adjunct to the Bedouin
camel-rider is an ordinary bamboo cane with a
curved handle. This is used not so much for a
whip as for an extra rein with which the rider
guides his mount by tapping her on the opposite
side of the neck to the direction in which he wants
her to go. The crook of the cane is also used as a
fishing-rod if he has forgotten to hitch the rope to
the pommel and is careless enough to let it slip out
of his hand. As much as two golden sovereigns
used to be given up-country during the War for one
of these canes, which can be got in every Indian
bazaar for eight annas.
The good camel-rider sits well forward in the
fleecy nest between the pommels, with one leg
crooked round the front pommel and the toes of that
foot locked in the bend of the other knee. The free
foot dangles over the camel's shoulder and kicks it
gently when he wants her to start. It is essential
to good Bedouin style that the arms should be
kept bent at the elbow, both forearms sticking up